Alex Halone Property

Location: Thermopolis, Wyoming
Listed on Friday, January 14, 1994
Smithsonian Number: 48HO679

The Alex Halone property is located in a residential area of Thermopolis that is close to the Big Horn
River. Halone, a skilled stone mason who emigrated from Finland, utilized his talents in the construction
of his house in 1909-1910 and later in the construction on the property of a garage, picnic shelter,
barn/garage, fish pond bridge, well, outdoor grill, stone walkways and walls, and log sauna. Mr. Halone's
imaginative combination of different types of stone, including river rock, travertine, flagstone,
sandstone and granite, is exhibited on the buildings he constructed for personal use as well as other
examples of his work in the Thermopolis area. The Halone property illustrates the talents of an energetic
stone mason who continued to add to his personal property through the years. Similar to other
craftsmen, Halone used his own house and out buildings to showcase his talent. Halone shared his
knowledge with his son Eugene and worked with his grandsons teaching them stone masonry. Through
the years, Mr. Halone remodeled the house to fit the needs of his family as well as the community.
When housing was limited in Thermopolis during the 1920s, Halone altered his house and converted
rooms into separate apartments to accommodate new immigrants and others in need of housing. The
log sauna, constructed by Alex and Eugene Halone with assistance from Lauri Suikaonen in 1946-51, is
an unusual sight in Wyoming. Only one other Finnish sauna has been identified in the state and it does
not have the distinctive appearance of Alex Halone's sauna. The Halone sauna is an exceptionally
significant part of Wyoming's architectural folk heritage.



Callaghan (Plaza) Apartments and Hotel
Location: Thermopolis, Wyoming

Listed on: Monday, March 29, 1993
Smithsonian Number: 48HO72

The Plaza Inn is significant as the sole remaining hotel/apartment building left in Hot Springs State Park.
It represents the beginning of commercialization in the State Park which started in the early 1900s. At
one time there were over six facilities to provide the sick and ailing access to the healing waters of the
Big Spring, the most famous being the Carter Hotel and Sanitarium which was demolished in 1966.

James Mclaughlin, United States Indian Inspector, reported to the Department of the Interior in 1896,
his findings and opinions on what is now known as the Hot Spring State Park. '"The water of this spring is
said to possess wonderful curative properties and to be very beneficial for rheumatic and other
ailments, and although the temperature is 132 degrees it is not unpleasant to drink, and with salt and
pepper added tastes very much like fresh chicken broth." (Senate Document No. 247, 54th Congress, 1st
Session.) The park was purchased by the government from the Shoshone and Arapahoe Indians in 1897,
and the Hot Spring State Reserve was formed.

The commercial development of Hot Springs State Park Reserve began soon after a small settlement
located at the mouth of the Owl Creek moved to the Hot Springs. Thermopolis (Greek meaning ""Hot
City") sprang to life with tourist activity when a series of hotels were constructed in the new state park.
The last hotel was built by brick layer James Callaghan beginning in November 1917. By June of 1918 the
Callaghan Apartments were ready for guests. Mr. Callaghan and his wife Hazel ran the hotel a short
time. The two story brick structure originally housed 70 rentable rooms, divided into fourteen sections,
each hall containing a common bathing room at the end of each corridor. In 1921 Dr. P. W. Metz
purchased shares in the Callaghan Apartment Company, Inc. and ownership was legally transferred. Dr.
Metz renamed the hotel Plaza Apartments and Hotel and it has been referred to as the Plaza since then.
Ownership has changed many times, but the business at hand has always been to provide guests of the
Plaza access to the mineral baths.



Thermopolis Main Post Office
Location: Thermopolis, Wyoming
Listed on: Tuesday, May 19, 1987
Smithsonian Number: 48H0202

This thematic study includes twelve post offices owned and administered by the U.S. Postal Service
(USPS) throughout the State of Wyoming. These include the Basin, Greybull, Douglas, Lander,
Torrington, Thermopolis, Buffalo, Kemmerer, Powell, Yellowstone, Evanston, and Newcastle Main Post
Offices. The buildings represent a continuum of federally constructed post offices allocated to the state
between the turn of the century and 1941. The buildings exhibit a variety of styles and sizes but
maintain a common demeanor representative of the federal presence. All of the buildings were
constructed from standardized plans developed from guidelines provided by the Office of the
Supervising Architect in the Treasury Department. Variations in design styles reflect both the transition
in the design philosophies of the Supervising Architect and the requirements developed in response to
the Depression. These variations in design, as well as functions are also somewhat related to the
communities in which they were placed and reflect the economic, political, and governmental context of

those communities.



Downtown Thermopolis Historic District
Location: Thermopolis, Wyoming

Listed on: Thursday, May 10, 1984
Smithsonian Number: 48HO406

Thermopolis is located along the Northern Burlington railroad line, at the mouth of Wind River Canyon
in northwest Wyoming, approximately 120 miles southeast of Yellowstone National Park. Buildings in
Downtown Thermopolis Historic District are located in a compact area on the main street, Broadway,
and on Fifth Street, which runs perpendicular to Broadway and forms the eastern boundary of the
District. Broadway Street itself provides the setting for these buildings in much the same way today as it
did in yesteryear. Built double-wide to accommodate teams of up to 16 mules or horses transporting
freight, today, the same four-lane street is befitting for automobile traffic and ample parking. The
buildings in the district are all commercial, and have both architectural and historical significance. They
were constructed between 1898 and 1923 and portray a Victorian, transitional turn-of-the-century
commercial architecture. Some buildings reflect a very elaborate Victorian style, while others represent
the skills of a local bricklayer by their similar decorative bricked patterns on the second floors. Still
others exemplify the work of one of the local stonemasons active at the turn of the century. Thus, the
entire district is a representation of the different skills and materials available throughout the town's
history.

Thermopolis was a planned community which began shortly after its site was sold to the U.S.
Government by the Shoshoni and Arapahoe Indian Tribes, who had previously owned the property as
part of their reservation. The old town, Andersonville, was located at the mouth of Owl Creek. After the
Treaty of 1896 was ratified by Congress, this town picked up and moved to the present site, which had
been platted and surveyed, provision being made for the growth of a large city. The town was organized
under townsite laws, and the title was issued to corporate authorities, in trust. The present day town
reflects the insight of its forefathers, both in its layout of streets and sidewalks, and in its proximity to
the Big Horn Springs, often claimed to be the largest producing hot mineral springs in the world.
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